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Overview
In 2025, the international development cooperation system underwent significant changes. Many countries revised their development cooperation strategies and priorities in response to new geopolitical and economic tensions, security challenges, and fiscal constraints. In this context, a growing trend emerged whereby development cooperation, alongside the traditional logic of solidarity-based aid, took on a transactional character focused on mutual benefit, strategic economic interests, and strengthening resilience.
At the international level, these trends were further reinforced by the 2025 International Conference on Financing for Development held in Seville, which launched a new political discussion on growing financing needs and gaps, as well as the need to mobilize a wider range of resources: from official development assistance (ODA) to private capital, blended finance, and innovative financial instruments. At the same time, discussions initiated by the OECD’s Development Assistance Committee (DAC) on policy and system reforms needed to strengthen effectiveness, strategic focus, and resilience dimension of development assistance gained momentum.

Like other European countries operating in a complex geopolitical environment, Lithuania’s primary focus in 2025 was on national security and defence. Nevertheless, there remained a clear understanding that development cooperation and humanitarian assistance are important instruments of Lithuania’s foreign policy, contributing to resilience beyond Lithuania’s borders, regional stability, and the preservation of a rules-based international order. This approach is also reflected in the Strategic Guidelines for Lithuania’s International Partnerships for 2026–2030, approved by the Government of the Republic of Lithuania on 28 January 2026, which identify resilience as the overarching priority, encompassing its various dimensions: democratic, economic, environmental, digital, and social resilience.

In pursuing an effective development cooperation policy, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania coordinated and provided bilateral and multilateral development assistance in 2025, primarily to Ukraine, the countries of the European Union’s Eastern Partnership, and other priority countries. In response to the consequences of Russia’s aggression in Ukraine, urgent humanitarian aid was consistently provided and projects for Ukraine’s reconstruction were implemented, while support was also extended to other crisis-affected countries and specific groups of refugees. These policies were implemented through the Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid Fund, participation in the EU’s “Team Europe” initiatives, and in partnership with the OECD’s Development Assistance Committee. The report includes activities funded from state budget appropriations allocated to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as well as from EU and other donor funds; Lithuania contributes to the implementation of these activities through the Central Project Management Agency (CPMA).

Official development assistance

Lithuania’s official development assistance (ODA) consists of aid and humanitarian assistance provided to developing countries and territories, funded from the budgets of the state, municipalities, and their subordinate institutions. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs consistently strives to ensure that Lithuania’s ODA continues to grow and meets Lithuania’s international commitments, as upon becoming a member of the European Union (EU), Lithuania committed to allocating at least 0.33 percent of its gross national income (GNI) to ODA.

According to preliminary data from the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Lithuania’s ODA in 2025 amounted to 177.83 million euros, or 0.21 percent of GNI. Lithuania allocated 76.01 million euros (42.74 percent) to bilateral aid and 101.83 million euros (57.26 percent) to multilateral aid. The average ODA for EU countries that are members of the OECD was 0.42 percent of GNI.

Compared to 2024, Lithuania’s ODA decreased by 9.7 percent in 2025. For the third consecutive year, Lithuania—like other OECD members—has seen a decline in ODA. In 2025, Lithuania allocated the largest share of its aid to Ukraine’s reconstruction—62.60 million euros (35.20 percent), humanitarian aid—31.32 million euros (17.61 percent); and support for refugees arriving in Lithuania (the majority of whom are from Ukraine)—15.88 million euros (8.9 percent).

In providing assistance to partner countries, Lithuania actively seeks to increase the effectiveness of its aid, strengthen coordination with other donors, and identify innovative sources of funding to ensure that Lithuania’s assistance is targeted, consistent, and has a long-term impact.

In 2025, each resident of Lithuania contributed 61.60 euros to development cooperation projects and humanitarian aid. 
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Funds and activities

A total of 14.21 million euros was allocated from the state budget appropriations approved for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to finance development cooperation activities.

	Purpose

	Funds, in thousands
EUR 

	Contributions to the Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid Fund (for Ukraine’s Reconstruction)
	10 000

	Projects
	2 339 

	Voluntary contributions to multilateral funds
	1 240

	Humanitarian aid
	500

	Participation in activities of the EU, UN and other international organisations and programme monitoring
	105

	Other development cooperation activities (project management, events, exhibitions, printed materials, services, etc.)
	26

	Total:
	14 210 



Bilateral development assistance

In 2025, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs provided bilateral development assistance through bilateral, directly managed, and nationally co-financed projects under the Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid Fund (hereinafter referred to as the Fund), as well as through projects administered by Lithuanian diplomatic missions under the Development Cooperation and Democracy Promotion Program.

In 2025, 37 projects were initiated, and a total of 63 projects were implemented, either funded by Lithuania or with Lithuania’s participation.

The projects focused on strengthening administrative capacity and transferring expert knowledge, fostering societal resilience, digitalization, the rule of law, the fight against corruption, education, infrastructure improvement, and psychosocial and physical rehabilitation. Cooperation was most extensive with Ukraine, Moldova, and Armenia, and projects were also carried out in Palestine, Jordan, Mongolia, South Africa, Bhutan, Egypt, India, Kenya, Nepal, the Philippines, and elsewhere. The cyber resilience project in Micronesia is the first project funded by Lithuania in Small Island Developing States (SIDS).

Ukraine's Reconstruction and Recovery

In 2025, Lithuania continued to provide assistance to Ukraine in accordance with the Guidelines for Lithuania’s Engagement in Ukraine’s Reconstruction and Recovery for 2024–2027.

In September, a CPVA branch was officially opened in Kyiv—Lithuania’s first development cooperation mission abroad. This strengthened Lithuania’s institutional representation in Ukraine, increased the efficiency of project implementation, and paved the way for expanding the scope of EU programs implemented by Lithuania. This step cemented Lithuania’s position as one of the leading EU donors during the early phase of Ukraine’s reconstruction.

In 2025, Lithuania also actively contributed to “Team Europe” and other international cooperation initiatives. National expertise enabled Lithuania to join the “EU4Reconstruction” initiative, valued at 37.5 million euros, which it is implementing—based on the “Team Europe” principle—together with Denmark, Germany, and France. “EU4Reconstruction” helps Ukrainian institutions carry out the country’s reconstruction processes effectively, transparently, and in accordance with EU standards.

A program funded by Lithuanian national and EU funds to provide shelters for educational institutions in high-risk regions of Ukraine laid the groundwork for the establishment of the International Civil Protection Shelter Coalition for Ukraine. One of the main implementers of this coalition, alongside the Belgian agency “Enabel,” is the CPVA. It is planned that the initial funding of 22 million euros allocated by the coalition’s partners will soon be supplemented by funds from other donors and international financial institutions.

Ireland and Poland have joined the Lithuania-implemented “Ukraine2EU” program, which helps Ukraine smoothly manage its EU accession processes, as two new donors, jointly contributing €2.5 million. Denmark has allocated an additional €1 million, bringing the total budget of the program to €20.2 million.

In 2025, the CPVA continued implementing the first (co-financed by the EU and the Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania) and second phases of the “EU4PFM” program, designed to help Ukraine meet EU requirements in the area of public finance management. The total budget for this program administered by the CPVA amounted to 50.5 million euros.

The CPVA also served as the implementing agency for the Ukraine Demining Capability Coalition led by Lithuania and Iceland—since the coalition began operations in September 2024, donors have raised a total of 141 million euros. These funds have been used to purchase and continuously deliver various types of demining equipment to Ukraine, designed to ensure the continuity and consistency of the demining process, as well as to organize training for Ukrainian deminers.

Projects and programs launched in 2025

Lithuania has developed a comprehensive program titled “Children First: Protection of Ukraine’s Future,” designed to address the urgent needs of children who have fallen victim to Russian aggression. The program, presented by Prime Minister I. Ruginienė in Kyiv, comprises four main components: accountability for international crimes against children; the return, rehabilitation, and reintegration of Ukrainian children—assistance in creating a 360-degree support system for affected children and their families, as well as systemic reform, i.e., the transition from institutional to family- and community-based care. Five million euros from the Fund have been allocated to implement this program (of which 2.5 million euros come from the Taiwanese Representative Office in Vilnius).

Implementation has begun of the “Catch-up” program, designed to help Ukrainian children make up for learning gaps caused by war and remote learning, and to improve their educational outcomes and emotional well-being. The project is being carried out in a dual-use underground shelter in the Odessa region, built under a program funded by the European Union, Lithuania, and Ireland.

Following the successful implementation of the “Create for Ukraine” pilot project, a decision was made to launch a larger-scale, three-year program with a budget of 3 million euros, aimed at creating conditions for young Ukrainian professionals living abroad who have international experience to return to work in Ukraine’s public sector. At the 2025 Ukraine Reconstruction Conference in Rome, a memorandum was signed with Ukraine regarding the participation of at least 75 young professionals in the program. The program is focused on strengthening state institutions, rebuilding the country, and preparing for EU membership.

A €5 million program to install solar power plants in Ukraine’s educational and healthcare institutions has been launched: solar power plants tailored to their needs, equipped with storage systems, are being installed in 26 schools and hospitals to ensure the continuity of operations at these institutions regardless of disruptions to the centralized grid.

Projects completed in 2025

The standard adaptive technical design for one of Lithuania's key initiatives – the “Future School for Ukraine” – has been completed. This design will enable the more efficient, faster, and higher-quality reconstruction of Ukraine’s destroyed educational infrastructure. At the end of 2025, this design was officially registered in Ukraine's State Registry of Reusable Designs. Accordingly, decisions have been made regarding the construction of the first Future School for Ukraine in the Zhytomyr region, and preparations for the localization phase have begun.

In 2025, five educational infrastructure projects were completed in Ukraine, either funded by Lithuania or implemented with Lithuania’s support. An underground school-shelter was built in Molodizhne (Odesa region); three “United24” shelter projects were implemented in the Sumy, Zaporizhzhia, and Dnipropetrovsk regions; and the construction of Gymnasium No. 9 in Zviahel, Zhytomyr region, was completed.

In addition, the transfer of the decommissioned Vilnius No. 3 Combined Heat and Power Plant to Ukraine was completed in 2025. According to the European Commission, this transfer—implemented through the EU Civil Protection Mechanism—was the largest single European civil protection operation. In addition, 2,681 metric tons of equipment were delivered to Ukraine, transported by 145 trucks. Lithuania ranked first in the EU in terms of the capacity of generators delivered to Ukraine and third by the number of transformers delivered.

Moldova

In 2025, Moldova’s integration into the EU was consistently supported. Lithuanian public sector experts shared best practices in the areas of governance, justice, the fight against corruption, migration, energy, and strengthening administrative capacity. Progress in Moldova’s European integration process was supported through the implementation of nationally funded projects, the European Commission’s large-scale, multiannual indirect management programs “EU4Reforms – DNA,” as well as the “EU4LawEnforcement – Moldova” (European Union Support for Law Enforcement in Moldova) and “EU4Borders Security – Moldova” (European Union Support for Border Security in Moldova), launched in 2025, in conjunction with TAIEX and the EU Twinning programs.

Three bilateral projects funded by the Fund achieved significant results in strengthening the institutional capacity of customs authorities, reforming the public procurement agency and building competencies, as well as strengthening administrative and institutional capacities in the areas of agriculture and rural development.  These projects were implemented by Lithuanian government agencies that have been cooperating with partners in Moldova for several years. More than 50 employees from nine Moldovan institutions, including the Ministry of Finance, actively participated in the public procurement reform project. A total of 71 contracting authorities and 24 businesses participated in the activities, and 52 mentors were trained.

Lithuania has joined the first joint development cooperation project of the “NB8” countries, aimed at strengthening the resilience of information technology and infrastructure, as well as cybersecurity, at Moldova’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration. The aim is to contribute to the development of an effective, transparent, accountable, and professional Moldovan diplomatic service and to share the country’s experience in the areas of digitalization and cybersecurity.

As highly critical parliamentary elections took place in Moldova, the state faced a coordinated, large-scale hybrid anti-democratic campaign aimed at discrediting the elections. For this reason, support for democratic processes, the strengthening of civil society, and independent media was increased nearly threefold. This was reflected in projects focused on countering foreign information manipulation and interference (FIMI), promoting democratic values through the fostering of a culture of historical memory, and developing civic engagement and strategic communication skills. Three projects of this nature funded by the Fund were implemented by the Lithuanian non-governmental sector, and six by Moldovan NGOs. The successful work of Moldovan institutions in organizing elections and the preservation of Moldova's democratic and European integration path confirm that Lithuania's support was meaningful.

Armenia
Lithuania consistently continues its support for Armenia. It continues to support the implementation of the EU-Armenia Comprehensive and Enhanced Partnership Agreement (CEPA), which focuses on public sector reforms in the country.

In 2025, two bilateral projects were implemented to strengthen Armenia’s resilience to hybrid threats, engaging representatives from both civil society and the public sector. Participants in training sessions held in Yerevan and Goris deepened their knowledge on the role of civil society in policy-making, strategic communication, crisis identification, media and digital literacy, and inclusive governance. Capacities to identify and respond to disinformation were also strengthened.

In 2025, the EU and Lithuania co-funded indirect management project “Support to Law Enforcement and Security Reforms in Armenia” was completed; its objective was to support reforms in the law enforcement and security sectors in line with CEPA priorities and EU best practices. During the project, the administrative and strategic planning capacities of institutions were strengthened; communication and internal management tools were developed; and contributions were made to the establishment of the Emergency Response Centre (112), the implementation of police reform, the strengthening of migration management, and the capacity building of border guard officers. Furthermore, recommendations on public financial management, modernization of the police structure, and more efficient organization of migration processes were provided, laying the groundwork for greater institutional transparency, operational efficiency, and compliance with EU standards.

Lithuania shared its expertise in disinformation resilience and contributed to strengthening the capacities of Armenia’s institutions and civil society to respond to information threats. Additionally, four expert articles were published, and a toolkit titled “Practical Handbook on Countering Disinformation” was developed.

Within the framework of the regional program “EU4Youth: Youth Employment and Entrepreneurship” implemented by the CPVA (2021–2026, total funding for the entire region 15.17 million euros, including a Lithuanian contribution of €770,000), projects for developing entrepreneurship, digital, and green skills were implemented in Armenia (with 240 young people participating), 6 social enterprises were established, and contributions were made to the development of 16 startups. Furthermore, social entrepreneurship training curricula were developed and institutionalized, the alignment of labor policies with EU standards was strengthened, and approximately 700 participants improved the quality of youth employment services through training.

Palestinian Authority

As part of a project administered by the Representative Office of the Republic of Lithuania to Palestine, advisory assistance was provided for planning and shaping the strategy of the GovTech Lab in Palestine. A comprehensive analysis of the GovTech ecosystem in Palestine was prepared, and the readiness of the public and private sectors for GovTech innovations was assessed. A strategy defining the public sector's vision, mission, structure, goals, and modernization methods was developed. A practical toolkit for the launch of the GovTech Lab was created. Additionally, an expert mission to Palestine was organized, featuring two practical workshops for public sector institutions and the official presentation of the “GovTech Lab Palestine” strategic framework.

Despite the complex geopolitical situation, Lithuanian institutions continued their cooperation with Palestinian institutions through EU instruments.

In 2025, the Palestinian National Anti-Corruption Commission visited Lithuania as part of the EU’s TAIEX program to learn about strengthening public transparency and democratic governance. During the visit, the delegation delved into the STT's (Special Investigation Service) best practices in corruption risk assessment, public procurement, indicator development, and anti-corruption data management.

The Lithuanian State Data Agency (VDA), together with the statistical agencies of Finland and Italy, won an EU Twinning project aimed at strengthening the capacities of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. Activities commenced in October 2025. VDA will implement the first component of the project, aimed at establishing a reliable and transparent data management system in Palestine, develop a strategy to strengthen the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics’ visibility and communication capabilities, and will also contribute to other areas of the project, including the application of artificial intelligence in statistics and the improvement of statistical processes.

In 2025, the EU Twinning Project “Environment and Climate Change Mainstreaming in National Development Strategies and Policies” in Palestine, implemented by the Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania, APVA (Environmental Projects Management Agency) and Austria was continued. The project’s objective is to strengthen inter-institutional and sectoral coordination within the Palestinian Environmental Quality Authority; as part of this, several expert events and visits to Palestine were organized.

Kenya
 
In 2025, Lithuania supported five development cooperation projects in Kenya aimed at advancing digitalization and innovation, strengthening citizens’ skills, and promoting women’s empowerment in the country. The projects are being implemented in cooperation with Lithuanian and international partners, including OSMOS Global Partnerships, the Vilnius Chamber of Commerce, Industry, and Crafts, the Lithuanian Innovation Center, Pangea Accelerator, and RWTH Aachen University.

In the field of digitalization and innovation, Lithuania is helping Kenya modernize public services, strengthen institutional digital capabilities, and build an innovation ecosystem. Ongoing projects include GovTech innovations, the development of climate technology startups, as well as the development of young farmers' digital skills.

In the area of skills development and women’s empowerment, two projects were carried out with the aim of providing women and youth with digital, technical, and entrepreneurial competencies, increasing their opportunities to engage in economic activities, and reducing social and digital exclusion. “DigitalHER Kenya” strengthened young women’s entrepreneurial skills and mentoring experience.

Lithuania’s activities in Kenya generate long-term benefits: they strengthen the public sector, promote innovation, reduce social inequality, and enhance Lithuania’s international visibility as a reliable partner that creates high added value.

Support for the People of Belarus

Support has been consistently provided to the people of Belarus who are persecuted by the regime and who are fighting for democratic change in their country. Support is provided to the European Humanities University (EHU) in Vilnius as an international academic project that contributes to shaping the future of Belarus and strengthening democratic processes in the region.

The university operates as a multilateral international partnership initiative, with primary funding provided by the European Commission, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania, and the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) through the EHU Trust Fund managed by the CPVA, thereby ensuring the long-term continuity of the institution's operations and the implementation of its academic goals. Other international partners also contribute to supporting the university.

Before the Belarusian regime declared EHU an “extremist organization,” Lithuania took preventive measures—it urged the EU and its member states to provide political and financial support to the university and to impose new sanctions on responsible Belarusian officials and institutions.

The EU-funded program “Education for Belarusians” (formerly SALT), implemented by CPVA in collaboration with Belarusian democratic nongovernmental organizations, is also being continued. The program was created in response to the 2020 political crisis in Belarus and is designed to support Belarusians affected by repression through initiatives focused on education, scientific research, academic mobility, and community strengthening. Program activities include scholarships for students and academics, support for international research projects, institutional support for EHU, community-building initiatives for Belarusians in exile, assistance to former political prisoners, and the development of “EdTech” and other educational innovation initiatives.

Civil Society

In 2025, civil society support programs focused on strengthening strategic communication capacities and countering hostile and harmful disinformation continued to take place. Thirteen small-scale bilateral projects were implemented in Armenia, Georgia, and Moldova. The projects contributed to the resilience of civil society and independent media, their ability to counter disinformation, and the development of strategic communication skills. Two long-term regional projects funded by the Fund were carried out in the EU Eastern Partnership countries. One project, highlighting the challenges of modern disinformation, was designed to help the media and society in Ukraine, Georgia, and Armenia choose reliable sources, create accurate narratives, and identify disinformation. Another ongoing project took place across all EU Eastern Partnership countries.

Two bilateral knowledge-transfer projects were successfully implemented in coordination with Armenian NGOs. These initiatives directly contributed to strengthening the resilience of both civil society and the public sector against hybrid threats, resulting in the publication of dedicated expert articles and the development of a comprehensive practical guide. 

Two projects focused on fostering civil society resilience and countering disinformation were successfully implemented in Georgia: a policy document on public resilience was drafted, four blogs were created, a book was published, and discussions with representatives of civil society, the media, and universities were held in Tbilisi and Kutaisi.

Through the Democracy Support Fund (PDF) support was provided for projects related to human rights, civic and cultural initiatives, as well as independent media. The funding directly supports the development of an active, sustainable, and resilient civil society capable of withstanding pressure from authoritarian regimes. This assistance proved particularly critical following a significant decline in donor funding at the beginning of the year, even as aggressive repressions by authoritarian regimes persisted. PDF’s partners—small and medium-sized civil society organizations—implemented 12 projects tailored for students and youth, human rights defenders, as well as political prisoners and their children.

Lithuania supported the activities of the European Endowment for Democracy (EED) through voluntary contributions, which were directed toward Belarusian civil society, the repatriation of Ukrainian children, and assistance to Ukrainian women held captive in Russia. The EED serves as a primary donor supporting democratic processes within the EU neighborhood and globally, co-funded by the European Commission and EU Member States.

Sharing Reform Experience Through the EU Twinning and TAIEX Programs

In 2025, Lithuania’s public sector continued its successful participation in the EU Twinning Program, providing expert support to partner countries. Lithuania remained among the leading nations winning these EU projects, participating in 7 project selections and securing 6 projects with a total value of €10.25 million. Lithuanian experts will contribute to projects in Egypt, Kazakhstan, Moldova, Palestine, Ukraine, and Rwanda. Key areas include health care, the rule of law, education, and statistics. All projects were awarded as part of consortia with partners. In Egypt, Kazakhstan, Ukraine, and Rwanda, Lithuania leads consortia with Spain, Germany, Poland, and Finland. In the remaining two projects, Lithuania participates as a junior partner to Italy and Slovenia. In recent years, Lithuania has been one of the EU member states implementing the most Twinning projects. The consistent success of Lithuanian institutions in project selections confirms that our experts are highly valued as reliable and competent international partners.

Events organized by TAIEX, the Technical Assistance and Information Exchange Program, provide opportunities to maintain existing inter-institutional contacts or establish new ones, thereby paving the way for long-term cooperation. One hundred Lithuanian experts participated in 47 TAIEX events covering topics such as transportation, customs control, energy, climate change, environmental protection, anti-corruption, education, public health, food safety, financial management, gender equality, and digitalization. The events took place in the EU’s Eastern Neighborhood countries, the Balkans, Colombia, Egypt, Namibia, Turkey, the Czech Republic, Finland, Germany, Malta, and Slovakia. The most active participants were experts from the Communications Regulatory Authority (RRT), the Customs and Police Departments, the State Food and Veterinary Service, the Lithuanian Transport Safety Administration, the National Payment Agency, the European Social Fund Agency, Mykolas Romeris University, and the Lithuanian Engineering College.

Strengthening Lithuania's Development Cooperation Ecosystem

In 2025, the two-year EC-funded project “Strengthening Lithuania’s Development Cooperation Ecosystem: Coherence, Partnerships, Impact,” implemented with the assistance of OECD experts, was completed. The project was designed to strengthen the national coherence of Lithuania’s development cooperation policy, create conditions for effective international development cooperation partnerships, and develop new tools to help engage the private sector and civil society, as well as to expand cooperation with other international donors. The project was implemented in accordance with an action plan comprising 16 recommendations across five areas: policy coherence; engagement of the private sector and civil society; cooperation with other donors; monitoring; and evaluation and results.

Multilateral Development Assistance

In 2025, Lithuania allocated 101.83 million euros for multilateral development assistance. The largest portion of this amount— 84.77 million euros — was allocated to European Union institutions (81 million euros from the state budget and 3.77 million euros from the Ministry of Finance). The Ministry of Finance also allocated 12 million euros to the World Bank, of which 10 million euros were earmarked for Ukraine. Through these contributions, Lithuania fulfills its international commitments and actively supports global efforts to reduce poverty, enhance the resilience of the most vulnerable social groups, and promote democratic values, gender equality, human rights, and the protection of media freedom

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs contributed to this multilateral assistance through voluntary contributions and payments to funds and international organizations that execute or coordinate development cooperation activities. In 2025, 1.24 million euros were allocated for voluntary contributions under the measure “Strengthening Lithuania’s Participation in the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in Partner Countries” in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ Strategic Action Plan.

To ensure that Lithuania not only contributes to the financing of multilateral aid but also actively participates in project implementation, the role of Lithuanian institutions in EU-funded indirect management projects is being consistently strengthened.

In 2025, the CPVA implemented 32 EU-funded indirect management programs with a total value of 300.75 million euros. The projects were implemented in the Eastern Partnership, Western Balkans, Ukraine, Moldova, the South Caucasus, Central Asia, Africa, and the Caribbean regions, covering public financial management, education, democratic governance, strengthening civil society, border security, law enforcement reforms, energy transition, demining, defense capacity building, and the reconstruction of Ukraine. Among the most significant CPVA initiatives implemented in 2025 were programs in Ukraine (“EU4PFM,” “Ukraine2EU,” humanitarian demining, and school shelter projects), Moldova (“EU4Reforms,” “EU4LawEnforcement,” “EU4Borders Security”), in Georgia, Armenia, Serbia, and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as programs dedicated to civil society and education in Belarus (“EU4Belarus,” “Education for Belarusians”).

These projects demonstrate that Lithuania acts in the field of development cooperation not only as a donor, but also as a reliable EU partner capable of effectively managing and implementing large-scale international programs. Expanding Lithuania’s participation in EU indirect management projects strengthens national expertise, generates long-term added value for government institutions, and increases Lithuania’s contribution to the European Union’s external action policy.

	Voluntary contributions
	Amount, in thousands 
EUR

	OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 
	50  

	OECD Ukraine Country Programme 
	100 

	OECD Hub on Information Integrity
	80

	OECD Anti-Corruption Network (ACN)
	20 

	Democracy Support Foundation
	300

	European Humanities University Trust Fund
	200 

	The activities of the Office of the United Nations (UN) High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
	20

	UN Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine)
	30

	UN Women's Peace and Humanitarian Fund
	20 

	UN Department of Peace Operations
	20

	UNESCO Heritage Emergency Fund
	30 

	UNESCO Global Media Defence Fund
	10 

	UNESCO International Programme for the Development of Communication (IPDC) 
	20 

	UN Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict
	40 

	European Union–Latin America and Caribbean Foundation (EU-LAC Foundation)
	10

	OSCE ODIHR Ukraine Human Rights Monitoring Initiative
	20 

	OSCE Support Programme for Ukraine  
	30 

	Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF)
	25 

	European Endowment for Democracy (EED) to Support Civil Society in Belarus 
	50 

	EED to Provide Aid to Ukrainian Women Held Captive in Russia
	30

	EED Activities to Facilitate the Return of Ukrainian Children
	50

	Council of Europe Action Plans in Ukraine (20 thousand Euros), Armenia (15 thousand Euros) ir Moldova (15 thousand Euros) 
	50 

	Anna Lindh Foundation
	15 

	International Telecommunication Union (ITU) (ITU)
	20

	Total
	1 240



Humanitarian Aid

In 2025, Lithuania allocated a total of 31.32 million euros for humanitarian aid, of which 28.07 million euros went to Ukraine. The remaining funds were allocated to international organizations and bilateral humanitarian aid: to Moldova, North Macedonia, Syria (50,000 euros), the Palestinian Authority (100,000 euros), Myanmar, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh, among others. In 2025, Lithuania allocated nearly 20 percent more funds for humanitarian aid than in 2024. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs allocated 500,000 euros from its budget for humanitarian aid.

	Humanitarian aid from the MFA Strategic Plan Measure “Strengthening Lithuania’s Participation in the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in Partner Countries”
	Amount, in thousands EUR

	United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA)
	50

	World Food Programme (WFP) for providing humanitarian assistance to Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh
	20

	World Food Programme (WFP) for providing humanitarian assistance in Palestine
	50

	Disaster Response Emergency Fund (DREF) of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Cross Societies (IFRC)
	100

	International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) for providing humanitarian assistance to Sri Lanka 
	30

	International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) for providing humanitarian assistance to Myanmar
	50

	International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
	50

	Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
	100

	International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism for Syria
	50

	Total 
	500



Private Sector Engagement in Development Cooperation

In 2025, efforts remained focused on informing the private sector about development cooperation opportunities and preparing for the creation of national financial instruments. The Development Cooperation Department gathered and distributed bi-weekly updates to Lithuanian businesses regarding public procurements and tenders launched by international donors. Regular meetings were also held to present private sector opportunities related to the reconstruction of Ukraine

By decision of the National Development Cooperation Commission, an informal working group for the “Global Gateway Investment Hub” initiative (“Team National”) was established. In 2025, “Team National” presented an opportunity analysis on Lithuania's engagement in the “Global Gateway” initiative and provided recommendations outlining concrete actions aimed at achieving the full involvement of the Lithuanian private sector in the “Global Gateway” initiative.

Building on the best practices from 2024, gained through the launch of the Green Solutions Catalog, the first Lithuanian Digital Solutions Catalog (D4D) was developed in 2025: a digital tool in English that presents the digital architecture of Lithuania’s public sector and the digital solutions implemented by the government, which could be adopted in partner countries to contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Based on development cooperation projects implemented by the CPVA, Lithuanian businesses won public procurement contracts and signed agreements accounting for nearly 29 percent of the total value of all development cooperation contracts concluded.

Public awareness and outreach

The websites and social media accounts of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and LTAid served as the primary platforms to comprehensively communicate the goals and priorities of Lithuania’s development cooperation policy, as well as the activities and success stories of the development cooperation program. The public was kept informed about current updates, milestones, and events in Lithuania’s development cooperation policy.

One such event was the international human rights documentary film festival “Inconvenient Films 2025” (“Nepatogus kinas 2025”), which attracted 22,836 viewers across Vilnius, Kaunas, Klaipėda, Šiauliai, Alytus, and online. The festival featured the “Blue Yellow” program—a selection of four documentaries about Ukraine—as well as a series of events organized by the civic initiative “Ukraine War Archive.”

In 2025, the Development Cooperation Department organized two panel discussions at the “Būtent!” festival, during which it presented Lithuania’s development cooperation priorities—support for Ukraine and the involvement of the business sector— while encouraging the public to take a more active role in addressing global challenges. The discussions held during the festival strengthened the dialogue with citizens and helped to showcase Lithuania’s contribution to supporting democracy, resilience, and sustainable development around the world.

At the traditional development cooperation conference, policymakers, experts, and representatives of civil society and the business community sought new solutions for strengthening resilience and creating tangible impact through strategic partnerships. The conference “RE:VIVE 2025: Strategic Partnerships for Resilience and Impact,” which brought together more than 170 participants over two days, was streamed on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ YouTube and Facebook channels, and press releases were published on the LTAid website and social media.

These initiatives not only informed the public about current issues in Lithuania’s development cooperation policy and helped reach a more diverse audience, but also contributed to the promotion of sustainable development goals and the values of democracy.

Taking into account global trends in development cooperation and the insights of Lithuanian nongovernmental organizations, a decision was made in 2025 to update the strategic guidelines, focus them on international partnerships, and modernize the visual identity and logo of development cooperation.
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